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Message from the Commodore 
 

Lightning Strike, Earthquake, Hurricane. 
All part and parcel of our trip to Montreal for the RI Convention. 
First stop was Hawaii, arriving sometime after 0330 and fumbling around 
in the dark for the key to our condominium.  We had a wonderful very full 
day with members of Honolulu fleet – lunch at the yacht club with fleet 
members, sailing along the coast on Marda Phillips ‘Leialoha’, cocktails at 

the yacht club with many members and dinner with Commodore Galen and his first mate Harmony.  We also 
attended a lunch meeting of Rotary Club of Honolulu held in the Pink Palace/Royal Hawaiian Hotel. 
Our next stop was Chicago where we were hosted by Commodore Phil Klein and his wife Maryjane, staying 
aboard their yacht for a couple of nights and sailing into Chicago City in misty fog with the tall buildings slowly 
emerging.  We met many fleet members for breakfast at Columbia Yacht Club, an old icebreaker ‘Abegweit’ 
‘which is energetically being restored. Fireworks and dancing were on the menu the following night and with a 
visit to Botanical Gardens and Dirty Blues Concert a grand finale. 
It was on the flight from Chicago to Montreal that our plane was struck by lightning, a loud bang and a ball of 
light in the cabin aisle right beside me.  We all sat stunned/terrified, until the pilot announced that we had 
been struck by lightning, but that everything was ok and we would be landing in 10 mins. 
Montreal Convention was attended by 18,500 Rotarians and House of Friendship was well patronised.  We had 
many favourable comments on the look of the booth and our members in whites. Many signed up as new 
members, with a few new fleets in the pipeline.  This is where we had the earthquake – just gentle shaking 
for about five minutes or so.  The Post Convention Cruise in Thousand Islands proved to be a huge success 
and the optional add on of Niagara Falls well worth it. 
From there we went to Houston in the hope of meeting up with members of the Texas Fleet.  Unfortunately 
this was not possible, although we did speak to Commodore Jim Stoa by phone.  We had a thunderstorm, 
with torrential rain and flooding as we ducked and dived our way around Nasa, a fascinating place, and were 
told this was the tail end of a (downgraded) hurricane centred in Mexico.  We were very lucky to be taken out 
to dinner by new members to our Fellowship, Howard and Rae DeCastro. 
It was now time to pay a visit to New Orleans, venue for RI Convention 2011, to suss out ideas for events for 
IYFR – a very useful visit. 
A long 3 flights and four hour drive later, we found ourselves in Gippsland Lakes, Australia for their Change of 
Watch,  kindly hosted by Bob and Betty Dack, before heading back home to New Zealand. 
A huge thank you to all for your kindness and hospitality. 
A round of applause to the bridge for all their support and effort they put in to making the running of IYFR 
events and booth run smoothly. 
   
        Terry & Meryl Stretton 
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 Commodore’s Diary   
   

 2010 
 14th Oct  Leave for First IYFR Mediterranean  

AGM involving many fleets from Area 1 
to be held at Genoa on 22-24th Oct 

 4th-7th Nov.  Visit to Whitsunday Fleet 
 11th-15th Nov. Hosting 3 members of  

Skaw Fleet, Sweden on their visit to Auckland 

 Visit to Victoria and Port Lincoln Fleets –  
    dates to be confirmed. 

 
 
 

Sicily Fleet (Italy) now the largest in the IYFR World 
 

When the International Commodore Bryan Skinner chartered the Sicily Fleet on October 18th 
2007, few of the Founding Members attending the ceremony would have imagined that in less 

than  three years the Fleet would have grown from 18 founding members, (Rotarians of Catania 
area) to the 110 registered  on the roster as of June 30th 2010.  
To date the Sicily Fleet is spread throughout Sicily Island with Squadrons in Trapani, S. Agata di 

Militello, Ragusa and last but not least Palermo, and is the largest in the world. Such result is 
due to the enthusiasm and dedication of many people, but if we have to name one, that can 

only be Luigi Falanga, Commodore of the Fleet until June 2009, at present Italy Regional 
Commodore, a leader  and real enthusiastic  puller and pusher  of the Fleet. 
Among the various activities, accomplished in the last two and half years, we like to mention the 

Match Race Regatta organized yearly by Trapani Squadron to raise money for the Rotary 
Foundation; the “Course on Marine Culture” organized in years 2008 and 2009 for Catania 

Mariners; the one day trip on board Nave Italia sailing from Augusta to Catania with 15 
handicapped boys and girls and the cruise of  S. Agata di Militello Squadron Mariners to Aeolian 
Island, the project under development by Ragusa Squadron to help blind people to achieve a 

special diving license. 
The Rotary International  District 2110, Sicily and Malta, has encouraged the development of 

our  Fellowship throughout this period; the District Governors  have been Honorary Members of 
the Fleet and  attended several events. 
Now, with this large number of Mariners, the task of the Sicily Fleet for the immediate future is 

to consolidate the activities, to strengthen the friendship among Mariners spread out in a 
relatively large region, and to contribute to the success of Rotary International in Sicily. 

 -Giovanni Ianora 
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Introducing Regional Commodore Kozo Kajino M.D.  

 
Commodore of Main Japan Bridge 
My boating days began in the 1980s when I was a  
researcher for renal physiology, and now I am a 
clinical doctor and a president of hemo-dialysis centre. 

I was born in 1947 , and have been a Rotarian since 
1990. I joined the IYFR Osaka Bay Fleet in 1995, and 
was a founder member of the Kyoto-Lake Biwa Fleet  

in 2008. 
 

During the year I was Commodore of Osaka Bay Fleet,  
during which we arranged AGM and Post Convention  

Cruise at 2004 RI international convention in Osaka.  
It was a wonderful memory for Japanese  
IYFR members.  

 
Now we have five fleets in Japan (Osaka Bay, Kobe, 

Kyoto-Lake Biwa, West Kyushu and Hokkaido Fleet) 
with 150 members enjoying IYFR life. 
Please come to our fleets and let‟s enjoy sailing and 

cruising with us in Japan! 
 

 
- Kozo Kajino 

 

 

Hawaii Hosts IC at Waikiki 
 

Hawaii‟s Fleet had the pleasure of hosting  
International Commodore Terry Stretton  
and his wife Meryl at the Waikiki Yacht Club. 

After a sail off Waikiki Beach in the Lei Aloha  
they were joined by 22 members of the local  

Fleet for „pupus‟ cocktails. 
 

- Galen Coffman 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Left to right.  Captain Alan Sanborn, 

International Commodore Terry and 

his wife Meryl, Christel Yount, 

Secetary, Galen Coffman, 

Commodore and in the background 

Gene Grounds, Port Captain. 
 

 

Please Note - IYFR Polo-shirts now available at US$20 – 

email regalia officer - regalia@iyfr.net 

mailto:regalia@iyfr.net
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Scotland Venue for GB & I Handover 
 

The Clyde provided the venue for the 
Handover of „Commodore of the 
International Yachting Fellowship of 

Rotarians, Great Britain and Ireland‟, 
from Michael Pooley, Thames Fleet 

to Bob Burns, Clyde Fleet, the first  
GB & I Commodore from Scotland.   
The exceptionally dry months  

of May and June unfortunately  
gave way to a wet July in time  

for the Handover weekend  
of 9-11th July. 

 

Friday saw people arriving, from all parts of Great Britain, in time for a whisky tasting at Royal 
Gourock Yacht Club in the evening, to warm their spirits.  Helen Barbour from Diageo gave 

everyone five different exclusive whiskies to try, with the most expensive costing £300 per 
bottle.  I suspect that may be the only time such whiskies will be appreciated by many of those 
present.  This was followed by a hot and cold buffet, enjoyed by all.  The torrential rain had by 

now given way to a glorious sunset, showing the Clyde at its best. 
 

Saturday provided a change of venue, as everyone was transported after breakfast to Loch 
Lomond for a one hour cruise.  The weather was at least dry, although the hills were lost in 

clouds and mist.  Lunch was in a local pub before a short trip to Lomond Shores to allow 
everyone an hour to explore the shops or visit the Maid of the Loch, a paddle steamer currently 

being restored to provide trips on the loch. 
 

The evening sadly brought torrential rain, but a piper still welcomed everyone to the Chartroom 
at Kip Marina, where the proceedings began with rum cocktails, appropriately named, Dark and 

Stormy.  Michael Pooley presented gifts to all his Bridge, who had served him so well during his 
two years as Commodore, before handing over the chain of office to Bob Burns.  Bob then 
presented Mike with a cartoon painting, of Mike and Jackie on their boat, as a token of 

appreciation from the various fleets for all his hard work.   
The dinner followed, with the Chartroom staff 

providing their usual high quality service.  After the 
meal, David Naylor gave an enthralling illustrated 
talk on his experiences in the Royal Navy, 

skippering a Nicholson 55 to provide adventure 
training for members of the armed forces. 
 

The evening was enjoyed by all, with nine fleets 

being represented from around Great Britain and 
gave the new Commodore a flying start.  Thanks to 

all who had contributed were expressed by the new 
Secretary, also from Scotland, Murray Grubb.   
 

It was just unfortunate that the wet and windy  

weather prevented any visitors from sailing on the  
Clyde on the Sunday.  However, Bob is hoping the  
sun will shine on the rest of his two years in office. 

- Rodney Davis 

After the rain: a glorious sunset shows the Clyde at its best. 

Mike Pooley of Thames fleet hands over to the 

New Commodore for Great Britain and Ireland, 
Bob Burns of Clyde Fleet 
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Gippsland Lakes Fleet Grabs Opportunity 

 

Following a visit to New Zealand, Past Commodore Bob Dack and Betty invited IC Terry & Meryl 

to be guest speaker at their Gippsland Lakes Fleet Change of Watch in July, making a slight (!) 
detour on their way back from the Montreal Convention. 

We welcomed them here in Victoria as our guests for a few days! The car trip from Melbourne 

Airport to the Gippsland Lakes, 350km. to the east, takes about four hours. (The Gippsland 
Lakes, is a wonderful and diverse inland waterway of some 400 square kilometres.) Terry and 

Meryl were collected and entertained all the way by Regional Commodore, Norm Neilson and 
Past Commodore, Bob Dack. 

Our Change of Watch luncheon was held in the comfortable Metung Yacht Club, overlooking the 

beautiful Bancroft Bay. IC Terry entertained us with stories about his role in the Fellowship. 
Other visitors included Regional Commodore for Victoria and Tasmania, Norm Neilson and First 

Mate, Jean. Representing the Victoria Fleet were Frank and Marg Fleming from Melbourne. 

On the next day, we gathered a number of boats and 
made our way from Metung to the Flagstaff Jetty  at 

Lakes Entrance;  immediately adjoining the only 
point at which the waters of the Gippsland Lakes 

have access to the sea. Our Group of Rotary Mariners 
enjoyed a warm sunny day (It‟s like this all the time 
here; we told the visitors!) and a good Aussie 

barbecue!  

The following day saw a slightly smaller group travel 

east along the coast to Marlow, a small coastal town 
where we had an enjoyable lunch at the local pub.  

After lunch we inspected the Paddle Steamer Curlip, 

which was out of the water for maintenance and repair. This 65ft. replica paddle steamer was 
conceived and built as a local community project, less than two years ago, by the people of 

Orbost, a small timber town. It is a great community achievement! 

The original Curlip operated between 1890 and 1919 carrying goods and passengers in the 
Brodribb and Snowy rivers. She towed barges to collect produce to be transferred to schooners 

lying offshore. She was the main means of transport for imports and exports on the Snowy River 
for almost thirty years. It‟s anticipated that the vessel will be back in the water in a few weeks, 

ready for tourist excursions, demonstrating the importance of our rich maritime heritage! 

Later in the day, our group visited several scenic places on this wild coastline. We enjoyed an 

impromptu afternoon tea at the “Hard Rock Cafe” where we said our goodbyes. 

On Wednesday, our new Commodore Connie Cunningham and First Mate, Graham, escorted 
Terry and Meryl back to Melbourne for their connecting flight home to New Zealand. A great 

opportunity – not missed! 

 

- Connie Cunningham 

         Commodore, Gippsland Lakes Fleet 

 

 

 Members of Hong Kong Fleet with 
 IC Terry Stretton and Meryl 
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Post Montreal Convention Cruise  

on the St Lawrence River. 
Following a number of co-incidences I was invited to join the IYFR post Convention cruise 
around the Thousand Islands on the St Lawrence River. Most of the group travelled by coach 
from Montreal to Kingston, but a few made their own way there. One was a motorcycle devotee 

who had ridden his machine right across Canada from Vancouver to attend the Convention. The 
thirty four members of IFYR plus two recruits who were inducted into the IYFR during the cruise, 

were a truly International group with representation from Argentina, USA, Turkey, Australia, 
Italy, Canada and New Zealand. 

On arrival at Kingston we were taken to the historic Fort Henry where arrangements had been 

made for our lunch. This was served in the Officers Mess where strict Naval traditions were 
observed. (No one was to leave the room until after the Loyal Toast!) Fort Henry is both a 

museum and a spectacular historic site. Once inside the fortification's wooden gates, visitors 
enter a marvellous reproduction of 19th century 
military life. The site offers guided tours, scenic views, 

and musical performances from a military band and 
military and marching demonstrations by the Fort 

Henry Guard. The Guard is composed entirely of 
volunteers who give up their vacations to re-enact the 
life and times of the early British Military. 

The original Fort Henry was built during the War of 
1812 (1812–1814), between Great Britain (Canada 

being at that time a British colony) and the United 
States of America, and bears no resemblance to the existing fort. During the War of 1812, the 
British anticipated an attack on Point Henry due to its proximity to the Royal Navy Dockyards (at 

the site of the present-day Royal Military College) and to the mouth of the St. Lawrence River. 
The loss of this vital trading route would have cut off communication between Kingston and 

everything to the east of the city. 

Between 1832 and 1837, a second fort was built on the site of the first, and it is this fort that 

stands here today. It was considered even more necessary to fortify this point after the War of 
1812, due to the completion of the Rideau Canal (built from 1826–32), placing Point Henry at 
the intersection of three important waterways: the Rideau Canal, the St. Lawrence River, and 

Lake Ontario. Fort Henry was intended to be the linchpin in a new, extensive system of 
defensive works for the defence of the confluence of these trading routes. Because the Rideau 

Canal went over budget only the fort and four Martello towers, spaced along the Kingston 
waterfront, were completed. Nonetheless, Fort Henry is the largest fortification west of Quebec 
city. The fort alone cost 70,000 British pounds sterling to construct, the equivalent of 

$35,000,000 in modern Canadian currency. 

The fort was abandoned by the British Army in 1870, and was garrisoned by Canadian troops 

until 1891. The fort subsequently fell into disrepair until 1936. It was then restored under the 
direction of Ronald L. Way as a living history museum. The fort was first opened as a museum 
on the 1st of August 1938. 

After lunch and a guided tour of the Fort we were taken to the port where we joined the 
“Canadian Empress” for a late afternoon departure. One of the first duties of the “Bosun” was to 

pipe the IYFR pennants as they were hoisted on the after mast. Because the border between 
Canada and the USA more or less follows the centre of the river, and the ship would cross it 
from time to time, both Canadian and American colours were flown at the same time. 
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 The Thousand Islands is the name of an 

archipelago of islands that straddle the Canada-
U.S. border in the Saint Lawrence River as it 
emerges from the northeast corner of Lake 

Ontario. They stretch for about 50 miles (80 
km) downstream from Kingston, Ontario. The 

Canadian islands are in the province of Ontario. 
The U.S. islands are in the state of New York. 
The islands, which number 1,793 in all, range in 

size from over 40 square miles (100 km2) to 
smaller islands occupied by a single residence, 

to even smaller uninhabited outcroppings of 
rocks that are home to migratory waterfowl.  

The number of islands was determined using the criteria that any island must be above water 
level all year round, bigger than one square foot (roughly 930 cm²), and support at least one 
living tree. The area is very popular among vacationers, campers, and boaters, and is often 

referred to as the "fresh water boating capital of the world". 

Unfortunately the weather was overcast for much of our cruise with enough rain to keep us off 

the decks for much of the time. 

Arrangements had been made for bus trips to places of historic interest each morning and 
afternoon. These included the opportunity to explore some of the stately homes that line the 

banks of the river and of course each town has its own museum that is a “must visit” feature. 

We seemed to be continually eating while on board. The ship‟s chef prepared an excellent menu, 

which was served by the friendly staff. Social events were held in the evenings ranging from a 
themed French evening to Trivial Pursuits and dancing. Shore based entertainers came on board 
in the evenings. 

After three nights on board it was time to disembark at Kingston. Some members of the group 
left to return to their homes while a small select group continued by coach to visit the Niagara 

Falls. On the way we stopped for lunch at a winery close to Niagara on the Lake. There are 
extensive grape plantings in this area. When I first visited here some twenty years ago it was 
tobacco that was the main crop. Niagara on the Lake has a pleasant village atmosphere, very 

much aimed at tourists.  

The Falls are just as impressive as when I first saw them. The lack of protective barriers at the 

top of the Falls is noteworthy when one considers 
the lengths our authorities go to prevent individuals 
from harming themselves. I am thinking of the 

barriers across Grafton Bridge when I make this 
comment. We got thoroughly drenched as we rode 

one of the Maid of the Mist boats up to the Falls.  

On our return to Toronto I left the coach at the 
airport to catch my flight to LA and back to New 

Zealand. Meanwhile International Commodore Terry 
and Meryl were continuing to New Orleans to plan 

next year‟s adventure cruise for the IYFR. 

Win Miskelly, 

D9920 Fellowship Chair and new member of IYFR. 

 GRANTS!!!  Have you got your application in? There is Grant money available this year. 
 All information is on the website; members only under 'Grant Programme'. Applications must be 
lodged via a Fleet Commodore to the Area Grants Committee Chair by the end of October 2010. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archipelago
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Island
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Lawrence_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Ontario
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Ontario
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingston,_Ontario
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ontario
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waterfowl
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Change of Area 2 Commodores  
 

Area 2, North and South America, has a new Area 

Commodore, Guillermo Arteta from the Buenos Aires Fleet 
of Argentina. Guillermo replaces Gary Bruner who has 

served in this position for a number of years.  In 
announcing the change of command, IVC Clint Collier 
publicly thanked Gary( holding his presentation plaque in 

photo at right) for his many years of service 

 

New Area 2 Commodore Guillermo Arteta 
 

Guillermo was born into a family in Argentina which owned department stores. First he studied 
economics and law, becoming a lawyer and Doctor in Economics. 

After 18 months in Europe, building up his skills in English and French languages, he returned to 
Buenos Aires and worked in the family business for 12 years. He was 

then a Director of the Stock Exchange of Buenos Aires, a private bank 
and other companies. He is now retired. 
 

At the age of 28 Guillermo joined the Rotary Club of Buenos Aires, 

holding nearly all positions. He led a Group Study Exchange team to 
England in 1977 and has held various district appointments. 
He was approached in 2000 by IC Joe Philips about forming an IYFR 

Fleet in Argentina. This was chartered during the subsequent 
convention in Buenos Aires taking the name Rio de la Plata Fleet. He 

was its first FC. He chartered a second Fleet in 2009 in Brazil‟s most 
populous city Sao Paulo. 

Guillermo is married to Monica Renaud and they have four children and a grandchild. Apart from 

sailing a special interest is English and French literature. 
 

New South America Commodore Roberto Celentano 
The international bridge is pleased to announce the appointment of Roberto Celentano as the 
new Regional Commodore for South America. 

Roberto is a 63 year old Industrial Engineer (University of Buenos Aires) 
with a Master‟s degree in Business Management (CEMA University) and 
has five children: Florencia, Verónica, Andrea, Claudia and Pablo. 

He was manager in several computer and communication companies, 
such as IBM, Intelligent Systems (TECHINT Group) and Itron (MACRI 

Group) developing business as Commercial Director and implementing 
many projects in the technology services area. All this activity has taken 
him traveling to many countries around the world and he currently 

works as Technical Consultant in the Transportation Office at the City 
Hall of Buenos Aires. 

He joined the Rotary Club of Palermo (Buenos Aires, Argentina) 14 years ago and is a Paul 
Harris Fellow. He has performed several functions in his Club as Avenue Director, Secretary , 
President and in his 4890 District as Governor‟s Assistant, Member of the YEP Committee, 

ROTARACT Consultant and has been designated Team Leader for GSE  2009/2010 to Germany. 
He joined the Rio de la Plata Fleet in 2006 being its Treasurer (2008/2010) and Commodore 

2010/2012. He has also participated of the IYFR Post Convention Meeting in Long Beach (USA). 
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IC Visits Chicago Fleet 

 

 
 

PIC George Kent Memorial Trophy Inaugurated 

at Pacific Northwest Cross-border Event 
 

The annual “Hands Across the Border” event including fleets from Western Canada and Pacific 
NW USA was held in Canada on August 20-22 at Port Sidney, BC, and marked a significant 

event. The late George Kent was a tireless Rotarian and IYFR member. He was our International 
Commodore from 1989 to 1991. He passed away in December 2007 at the age of 92. This year 

a special trophy that includes his telescope has been developed and presented to honor his 
memory and contribution. 
 

The trophy is to be awarded annually to the Area 2 Pacific Northwest member or partner who 
has made a significant contribution to the advancement of IYFR. Vice Commodore Clint Collier 

and his wife Bev were on hand for the event and the presentation. 
 

The five nominees were assessed by a panel of distinguished judges and the winner was Gary 
Bruner. In making the presentation Clint also 

announced that Gary would be leaving as Area 2 
Commodore to join his International Bridge. 
 

Twenty-five boats and nearly 70 members and 
partners from the US and Canada attended the 
event. On Friday we had a small dance party. 

Saturday saw the “horse racing” that has 
become a fixture of the joint events. After dinner 

and speeches on Saturday evening the group 
travelled to the fireworks display at the famous 
Butchart Gardens. 
 

Preparations have already begun for  
our 2011 rendezvous, to be held next August at 

Friday Harbor on San Juan Island in the USA. 

Award Nominees, L to R Bill Robinson, Katia 

Robinson, Gary Bruner (winner with trophy), 

Clint Collier (standing behind), Janette 

Chudleigh, Patrick Hunt 

 

IC Terry and Meryl with the Chicago Fleet after breakfast at the Columbia Yacht Club. 
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 Who was George Kent? 
 

George Kent was our IYFR International Commodore 1989-1991.  He took the helm in troubled 

times and rebuilt the fellowship, which is now the largest fellowship in Rotary. George passed 
away over two years ago – a Rotarian for 53 years. 

George and the Vancouver Island Fleet hosted the 1996 PCC after the Rotary convention in 
Calgary, and in the years that followed continued to support fleet development and rendezvous 
throughout the Pacific Northwest. 

He had a contagious enthusiasm, and he epitomized Rotary and what fellowship is all about.  He 
had a vision for what we can do and a passion for fellowship. He helped replace and deliver the 

Rotary Dinghy Dock at Garrison Bay in 1983 as a gesture of our countries‟ friendship and he 
organized the first US/Canada Rotary Rendezvous to dedicate that dock.  We are now in our 28th 
year. 

He encouraged me to stand for International Commodore and became my mentor when I was 
elected in 2001. 

It is fitting to create the George Kent Memorial Trophy to recognize individuals who exhibit 
George‟s vision and enthusiasm for Rotary and our IYFR Fellowship. 

- PIC Bill Robinson 
-  

 

Our IYFR Burgee Flies at 560 South! 
During the Tall Ships Regatta last southern summer in South America our IYFR burgee was 

flying south of Cape Horn.  Enrique Leporati, then Commodore of the Rio de la Plata Fleet 
presented the banner to the Commodore of the Liberatad during a guests‟ dinner. 

Several Tall ships from many south American countries, Spain and Portugal participated in the 
bi-centennial regatta marking 200 years of independence from Spain. 

 
- Guillermo Arteta (edited) 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

Enrique Leporati of the Rio de la Plata Fleet 

presents the IYFR burgee to Libertad‟s 
Commander while the ship was rounding 

Cape Horn at 560 South 

The Burgees flaps on Libertad in the 

Strait of Magellan. Will it be another 
100 years to see our Burgee in such a 

place and on such a big ship? 
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Philippines 
Plant, Paint and Fellowship 

With the majority of Metro Manilans having to 
contend with suffocating and noxious air 
and toxic waterways within the urban jungle, a 

project is being undertaken for a social 
mobilization initiative to ensure that communities 

are involved and raise their level of awareness 
and consciousness of environmental protection 
and conservation.  

This will be done by the Rotary Club of Quezon 
City Circle, District 3780 and Project Chair IPP and 

FC Butch Madarang of the Hands On Fleet and the 
International Yachting Fellowship of Rotarians 
Philippine Fleet under RC Jun Avecilla, FC Joel 

Sarmiento of the Cubao West Fleet in cooperation 
with the Quezon City government and the 

Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources – National Capital Region.  
The project will include planting of Caballero trees 

and repainting of existing flower/plant boxes 
around the perimeter of the Quezon Memorial 

Circle on August 19, 2010 at the Quezon Memorial 
Circle. This activity will start after the formal 
ceremonies at about 8am commemorating the 

102nd birth anniversary of the late President 
Manuel L. Quezon. 

The assigned area for the IYFR is near the 
Underpass of the Quezon Memorial Circle facing 

the QC Hall. More details will be announced before 
and during the event. All D-3780 Rotary Clubs are   
also participating.  Fellowship, as always follows! 

VIVA! 

 

Polio Plus Rotary’s $200 Million Challenge 
 

At the Montreal Convention, fellowships were approached by RI and asked to give consideration 

to donating funds to assist in the eradication of polio. As you know, the Gates Foundation has 
awarded the Rotary Foundation a total of $350 million in two challenge grants to help end polio. 

Rotary has committed to raising a total of $200 million by June 2012. 
As the Bridge was not in a position to donate funds, I promised to publish this message in our 
next edition of Rotafloat. Any Fleet/Fleet member that wishes to help by donating funds to Polio 

Plus is urged to do so.( in passing this message I am mindful of the fact that as Rotarians you 
have already been asked to contribute to Polio Plus). 

-Terry Stretton  
International Commodore 

 

 

 

 

Minutes the AGM are available to read on the website. www.iyfr.net 

http://www.iyfr.net/
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Sailing from France to Turkey 
It is 1340 nautical miles from Gruissan (near Sete in France) to Turgutreis (near Bodrum in 

Turkey). 
That trip was completed in 2007 by Ferit Biren of the Bodrum Fleet, with Chief Engineer Yusuf 

Mardin and Captain Coskin Denizkurt, all graduates of YDO, Turkey‟s oldest Marine College. It 
took 19 days.  
They sailed day and night, keeping four-hour watches. On the second day out they encountered 

a mistral, a gale-force 8 NW wind from the Rhone Valley, reaching 9 at times of gusts ”Rafal”. 
They were in the Golfe Du Lion and had to return to shore fighting very rough seas , fortunately 

getting the last berth in Vieux Port of Marseilles and being welcomed with much interest. They 
stayed there for 3 days. 
The next leg was Marseilles to Ostia (Rome) round Cape Corse, Corsica‟s most northerly point. 

Yusuf Mardin had to return to Istanbul and was replaced 
by President of their Rotary Club Haldun.  

A day after leaving Ostia, (25th May) they passed the 
volcanic island of Stromboli where they located a 
fisherman‟s shelter and refueled before starting the long 

stretch between the heel of the Italian boot and the 
Greek Mainland, across the Adriatic and North Ionian 

Sea, with a course directly towards the Corinth Canal, a 
distance of 250 nautical miles. 

Because there was no fresh water at the canal exit they 
had to detour to Piraeus. 
After customs clearance and complications getting 

assistance to check non-starting batteries ( heavy seas 
had loosened the cables) they departed before sunset-  

an enjoyable sail amongst the Aegean islands. 
On 31st May they passed the very narrow strait between 
Heros and Kalimnos and arrived at Turgutreis D-Marine 

marina at 0345 – followed by a calm night‟s sleep without 
rolling pitching or pounding! 

 
-edited from Ferit Biren‟s report 
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Articles for Rotafloat 

 Please send us details of your events and members. Items should be no more 
than 300 words and photos (two or three only) should have captions and names. 

 

Rotafloat copy Deadlines 
 

Next Issue December 2010 Copy deadline November 20th 2010 
Following Issue April 2011 Copy deadline March 20th 2011 

 
Email editor couldrey.bz@gmail.com publisher helen.parkes@xtra.co.nz 

Bridge Coordinator tamstretton@hotmail.com 
 
 

mailto:couldrey.bz@gmail.com
mailto:helen.parkes@xtra.co.nz
mailto:tamstretton@hotmail.com
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Let the Good Times Roll – Again! 

 
 

New Orleans Convention 21
st
 – 25

th
 May 2011 

 
What’s Happening???? 

 
Meet and Greet fellow IYForians Saturday 21st May 2011 
 

AGM Dinner    Tuesday 24th May 2011 
We are still waiting for final costs for these events. 

 
Post Convention Cruise  Thursday 26th - Monday 30th May 2011 
 

Join us on a four night cruise on the Cruise Liner Carnival Triumph  
(www.carnival-international.com) in an outside cabin (see 8B on decks 6 and 7).  

Approximate cost US$797.00 pp (including taxes and gratuities)** 
**Costs are subject to change due to currency fluctuations or fare increases, prior to full 

payment, which is due on the 30th January 2011. 
 
The Carnival Triumph departs New Orleans at 4pm on the 26th May, arriving at Cozumel at 

8am on Saturday 28th, stopping over for a day‟s sightseeing, and departing at 4pm that day. 
The ship will arrive back at New Orleans at 8am on Monday 30th May 2011. 

 
We would like feedback and expressions of interest please.  
E.mail Larraine at logeary@gmail.com. 

 
 

Recommended Hotels in New Orleans 
We are recommending:  
 Hampton Inn and Suites, which is near the Convention Centre   No. 9 on the Rotary 

List 

 Hilton Garden Inn Convention Centre  No.11 on the Rotary List 

 Marriott New Orleans Convention Centre   No.22 on the Rotary List 

 Staybridge Suites which are not on the Rotary List. 

The Convention Centre is about 15 – 20 minutes walk from the French Quarter. There will be 

no Coach System to and from the Convention Centre as the Tram Trolleys are available all over 
the City.  

 
Check the IYFR Website for regular up-dates 

- Larraine Geary International Events Secretary 

  

http://www.carnival-international.com/
mailto:logeary@gmail.com

