
OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER FOR THE INTERNATIONAL YACHTING FELLOWSHIP OF ROTARIANSOFFICIAL NEWSLETTER FOR THE INTERNATIONAL YACHTING FELLOWSHIP OF ROTARIANS

JUNE 2016 ISSUE NO. 102



JESUS 'JUN' AVECILLA
INTERNATIONAL COMMODORE 

INTERNATIONAL COMMODORE’S MESSAGE

June 2016

1

JUNE 2016 ISSUE

Time flies so quickly that a year has gone as if almost unno�ced so that I've come to realize that I am already halfway through my 
term as the IC. It seems just like yesterday when we had the turnover in Sao Paolo and since then par�cipa�on in numerous and 
memorable events.  Lil and I had been flying from here to there as if taking taxi, to be present in Chartering occasions, Area 
Mee�ng in Auckland and latest the AGM in Seoul as well as so many other du�es and obliga�on also in my own country, hos�ng 
the first ever visits of IPIC Sergio and Laura, A3C Kerran and Carol with the objec�ves of fostering good rela�onship and 
camaraderie, enhancing our Fellowship and sharing our common ideals and values.

th ndSeoul AGM 28  May – 2  June
Very pleased to meet and welcome VC Guillermo & Monica Arteta who could make it coming to par�cipate in the Annual IYFR 
event a�er over 30-hour long journey from Argen�na, as well as IRC Bob & Ann Burns who had made a long trip from Scotland but 
wisely stopped over in Japan for a few days to complete the EC. Warm gree�ngs to Puerto Varas, Chile FC Walter Eaglehurst and his 
proud Sea Scouts who had a�racted huge crowd in their well decorated booth adjoining with ours that had many visitors from 
Rotarians and Mariners from all over the globe with their Bosun's whistle call exhibi�on at regular intervals at the HOF (House of 
Friendship).

We had welcomed visits from the Japan Fleets, Hong Kong Fleet, and Philippine Fleets, been a�ended by  the largest delega�on 

coming from the region headed by RC Oyie Valarao and her RVCs Edmond Aguilar, Joe Ragos and Joel Guillermo. We had a 

wonderful surprise to meet in our booth our friend from Greece, Katerina Kotsali-Papadimitriou the incoming Hellenic Aegean 

Fleet FC to be chartered in Piraeus coming July 1-3, who was commi�ed to Rotary par�cipa�on. 
Our AGM was held at the Baiton Hotel a�ended by 26 Iyforians. Our three Areas represented by IVC Guillermo A2 Commodore, IRC 
Bob A1 Commodore, RC Oyie for Kerran A3 Commodore. A�er the IC's delivery of his “Year in Review” each Area Commodore had 
given a short brief about his area. A3T Jayson presented IT Andre's Report. Various issues were discussed that concerns the 
Fellowship including the more important collec�on of outstanding dues from delinquent Fleets/Members.

 As IC I call for all our Area/Region and Fleet Commodores to address official note with urgent request to all the Fellowship 
members who have not yet paid the dues to se�le the payments as soon as possible. The dues are important for our Interna�onal 
Yach�ng Fellowship of Rotarians ac�vi�es and objec�ves along each year especially in our grants program.  

Digital recordings of the minutes were made and are being transcribed for pos�ng in our Website for the informa�on for everyone 
interested in.

Our final night event was held as a nice and memorable Dinner Cruise in Han River of 40 Mariners who have booked on �me, 
unfortunately not being able to have more friends due to a fully booked and limited slots in the boat. There was a short 
presenta�on a�er the cruise where the IC has given an IC Award/Cita�on to IS Cesare Or�s for his kind help and arrangements of 
the AGM, FM Youngshin Watkins for her help in organizing the PCC and FC Walter Eaglehurst for his leadership and dedica�on in 
establishing the Sea Scouts of Chile.

nd thPCC tour in Busan and Yeosu -   2  - 5  June

We had 14 Mariners and their mates (myself and Lil, IVC Guillermo & Monica, IRC Bob & Ann, Dr. Armando Sanchez & Gigi Avecilla-
Ayeras, Roberto & Monica Celenteno, Mac & Julie Ayers, PFC Josie Garcia & Fiona Taylor) for a PCC tour in Busan and Yeosu. It was a 
fantas�c organized four days and three night's tour to be underlined as very interes�ng and cheerful tour. 
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We had stayed in nice Sea cloud Resort Hotel overlooking Haeundae Beach and the new Mstay Hotel in the center of Naju. 
Despite the small number we had a wonderful experience sightseeing south of South Korea such as the Busan Tower, the 
APEC Village, the BIFF Celebrity Street, Fish Market, United Na�ons Memorial cemetery, Admiral Yi's full size model of turtle 
ship featuring a museum culminated by a cruise in Yeosu Bay thru the Dolsan Bridge and the Big O ocean fountain show 
ending with a magnificent fireworks display before returning to the dock. We had enjoyed sumptuous buffets of kimchi's and 
Korean foods and barbecues for lunches and dinners doused with wines and beers and travelling in an exclusive 49 seated 
limousine bus all by ourselves that made the 4 to 5-hour sight-seeing journey to and from Seoul and in between more 
relaxing and pleasurable hours.

INCOMING IYFR APPOINTMENTS

nd
In the waypoints ahead a�er the Hellenic Aegean Fleet Chartering in July, the 2  Fleet in Greece organized by indefa�gable 
Hellenic Ionian Fleet FVC Katerina is the Annual gathering between the US Fleets and the Canadian Fleet dubbed “Hands 

thAcross the Border Rendezvous” on its 35  year to be held in Victoria, Canada on August 19-21 organized by the IYFR 
Vancouver Island Fleet headed by Commodore Ernie Urdal at the historic Downtown Lawn Bowling Club near the Inner 
Harbour “where all-white dress is s�ll used, and will go along nicely with our formal IYFR uniforms”. Saturday August 20, 
“When the sun gets low in the sky, we'll head inside to the tune of Cap'n Charlie, a lively and comical musician with a nau�cal 
theme, who will be providing our pre- and post-dinner entertainment. For dinner we'll be roas�ng an animal with all the 
fixins, and we're hot on the trail of a slow moving animal, which hopefully doesn't get too much faster before August!  
Contenders so far include lama, lamb, wild boar, ostrich (this one might get away). We'll be dining in formal mess dinner style, 
with the tables set out in fingers, and an a�er dinner port will be passed along in decanters! Sunday morning you can poke 
your heads out to your front row seats of the Harbor Ferry ballet which happens at 10am, with 5 li�le boats doing 
choreographed “dancing” to music!” All the quotes from Ernie sound exci�ng and invi�ng. Following that on October 7-9 IRC 
Bob announces the A1GM in Potsdam, Germany being organized by German Regional Secretary and PRC Eckhardt Fisher. 
Just recently PRC Echhardt announced with sadness the closing down the German Fleet Weser-Jade. 

ndFurther down the road is the 2  South America AGM which according to FC Walter will happen in April 2017 in Punta del Este, 
Uruguay a�er the successful 1st AGM held in Buenos Aires, Argen�na this year that was organized by IVC Guillermo and RC 
Angie Mesistrano. Therea�er to culminate my term will be the RI Conven�on and AGM in Atlanta in June 2017. Cesare will 
work with my sister Gigi and her mate Dr. Armando who happen to live in Atlanta and will scout the hotels and places for our 
usual Meet and Greet, AGM and Farewell to guarantee that everyone a�ending will have a good and memorable �me. For 
the PCC, RC Gary More with Chair Roger Lingard will lead the Emerald Coast Fleet and the Mobile Bay Compass Rose Fleet in 
planning and hos�ng the PCC in their area. In the burners are most likely lodging on Pensacola Beach with ou�ngs to historic 
Pensacola, FL (claimed to be the oldest se�lement in the country) and perhaps historic Mobile, Alabama (home of Mardi 
Gras), and the quaint bayside village of Fairhope on Mobile Bay.  Sailing, fishing, etc. in the Pensacola area are reported to be 
very enjoyable and will be explored.  The Naval Air Sta�on in Pensacola is where IPIC Sergio San� had his flight training and 
earned his flight wings that would be 50 years or in the golden jubilee in 2017.  I do hope that my brother IPIC Sergio San� will 
be able to work something or pull some strings with the Naval Air Commander when we are there to commemorate the visit. 
Gary promises many op�ons available to the PCC par�cipants and we are excited to await more details and finalize the plans 
as soon as possible. 

Please mark your calendars and sail on!
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ABOUT THE COVER
Cover picture was taken in Perast during the sailing  
day in Kotor Bay by Fatih Akçiçek FC Izmir Fleet - 
Turkey

stDuring the 1  Adriatic & Ionian IYFR Fleets meeting in 
Budva / Montenegro the Fellowship had a Sailing day in 
Kotor Bay on this splendid Turkish gullet built 18 years ago 
in Budrom / Turkey.
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h�p://www.osservatorelibero.it/2016/06/09/de-giorgi-ul�ma-chiamata-al-governo-la-marina-militare-video/

Once you have finished watching the film, click on the                        icon to view other  films of Amergio Vespucci Tall Ship 
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