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The highlight of the IC's first quarter of the year's 
ac�vi�es is the Area 3 General Mee�ng in Auckland 
from February 3-8 and the PCC in the Bay of Islands 
from February 8-10 that Lil and I have a�ended. It 
has been most memorable for both Lil and myself 
and we thank our gracious hosts PIC Terry and 
Meryl Stre�on and Ken and Bente Winters having 
hosted us in their lovely and beau�ful homes 
together with IPIC Sergio and Laura San�. I know 
that behind the great success of the AGM and PCC is 
the lot of prepara�ons and hard work that 
Organiza�on Chair RC David and Liz Hansen FC 
Peter and Vivienne Rowell and the members of 
Auckland Fleet, FC Roger Toplis and the members of 
the Bay of Islands Fleet, have put behind the 
occasions. 

Since our arrival to Auckland airport, Meet and 
Greet cocktails at the penthouse of the Mercure 
hotel with the scenic view of the harbor, the 
tradi�onal Kiwi barbecue at the Hinemoa Reserve 
at the North Shore Beach, Formal Dinner AGM 
Dinner at the historic Royal New Zealand Yacht 
Squadron, magnificent cruise and fishing on Ken's 
super yacht Pacific Mermaid and the cocktails at 
Ken and Bente's beau�ful apartment at Princess 
Wharf with an amazing view of the bay followed by 
the farewell dinner at the famous fine dining Mecca 
Restaurant which was simply astonishing.  

We had enjoyed the scenery of the long road trips 
back and forth to the Bay of Islands, had felt a deep 
gra�tude for the sailing events with us on board FC 
Roger's “Hey Jude”, and picnics, food, drinks and 
camaraderie with the Bay Islands Fleet Members in 
their respec�ve yachts, not necessarily in this order. 

To the �me Terry and Meryl saw us off at the airport 
we le� with fond memories of the wonderful 
experience and the joys of fellowships we could not 

 imagine with old and new acquaintances and 
friends we will cherish for the rest of our lives. It was 
also a historic and unprecedented occasion where 
five Interna�onal Commodores ever gathered in an 
event: PIC Bryan Skinner, PIC Kent Winters, PIC 
Terry Stre�on, IPIC Sergio San� and myself which is 
a great honor to be with such dis�nguished 
Iyforians.

During the Area 3 AGM all Fellowship gathered was 
pleased that RC David has accepted the IRC 
Nomina�on to the delight of everyone, ending the 
specula�ons and guessing. AC3 Kerran Campbell 
had agreed to con�nue in office, being the AC so we 
find as consequence that everything is under 
command in the Area. We thank both their be�er 
mates Liz and Carol for standing by their man and 
congratulate both David and Kerran. 

A ques�on was raised on the epaulets where the 
color has no visible dis�nc�on in contrast to the 
number of stars which was perceived the gauge of 
ranking. Whereby the FC has more stars than the 
RC, AC and IS ranks that appears to have superiority 
in the general public view and thus causes 
confusion in the hierarchy of leadership in the 
Fellowship. A simple redesign was proposed by IPIC 
Sergio which should be taken up in the next AGM 
where the EC is also expected to convene for 
delibera�on and propose changes.

Talking about the next AGM in Seoul from May 28-
June 2 as again printed somewhere in the pages of 
this newsle�er, I am pleased to advise that we have 
been assigned booths 2734 the House of Friendship 
alongside FC Walter's Sea Scouts of Chile booth 
2736. Like in Sao Paolo last year we expect that the 
adjoining booths will give more exposure, public 
interest and a�rac�on to our Fellowship. RC Angie 
Mesistrano, FC Walter, RC Oyie Valarao and her 
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Bridge will design the booths to ensure these. RC 
Oyie will be heading about 30 Mariners from the 
Philippine Fleet that will help by taking presences 
turns in the IYFR booth, as well as help from any of 
IYFR friends coming from various countries to help 
us to promote IYFR at Seoul.

May I remind you that our on to Seoul Chair Cesar 
Or�s has changed the Official IYFR Hotel from Lo�e 
City Mapo to Lo�e City Myeongdong at no extra 
cost. Please book your accommoda�ons and 
register to the AGM and PCC affairs. Come to think 
of it it's just barely a couple of months away. Please 
hurry up. All the details are in our Website. Please 
log on if you need further informa�on or get in 
t o u c h  w i t h  h a r d w o r k i n g  C e s a r e  a t 
bookingrotaryseoul@agriscambi.com or phone 
+ 3 9  0 6 . 6 8 6 7 4 4 0 / 1  ( D a n i e l a )  o r  S k y p e : 
AgriscambiTour.

Before heading to the Area 3 AGM, it was actually a 
great pleasure to have IPIC Sergio and Laura visit 
the Philippines and have stayed with us for a great 
full week. Sans the horrendous traffic in Manila, 
they have enjoyed our country side and had some 
good sailing in Subic Bay and visited some historic 
and tourist spots in nearby towns, a�ending our 
Cubao West Rotary Club Fellowship celebra�ng the 
pre Chinese New Year District celebra�on of RVC 
Edmond Aguilar's District 3800 in Manila. In that 
occasion Laura San� dressed with tradi�onal 
Chinese costume which was the mo�f for the affair 
provided by Lil, looking gorgeous being admired by 
the public. 

The highlight of their visit was actually IC Sergio's 
chartering of supposedly eight new Fleets that kept 
on growing up to the final night and s�ll growing 
when Oyie was making her report at the AGM in 
Auckland. I finally lost count but I have only one 
thing to say that what I have done in the seven years 
of my tenure from founding the Cubao West as the 
first Philippine Fleet she has doubled since I made 
her the RC of the Philippine Region seven months 
ago. Last week we were in Naga City and introduced 
two more fleets for eventual Chartering in May 
when AC3 Kerran comes to visit Manila with spouse 
Carol to officiate the Chartering. The only problem 
with RC Oyie is that she moves so fast in organizing 
the Fleets than her staffs could keep the 

 documenta�ons in pace despite that the new 
Fleets have paid the Annual Dues. She promised 
though that the roster of new fleets will be 
uploaded on the website before the Seoul AGM.

Incidentally, IC Sergio has graciously accepted to be 
my Chief of Staff while Max Tan will be the IC's 
personal Execu�ve Assistant as indicated in the new 
Bridge Roster.

In closing, may I thank and commend RC Angelica 
stMesistrano for organizing the 1  South America 

AGM in Buenos Aires from April 6-10 featuring all 
fleets with exhibi�ons, screenings and a workshop 
to address proposals and ques�ons and answers on 
subjects related to our fellowship at the famous 
Yacht Club Argen�no, IS Vincenzo Rinaldi for 

storganizing the 1  Adria�c Sea and Ionian Fleets 
Mee�ng to be held in Budva, Montenegro on April 
22-25 featuring the Chartering of the Albania and 
Montenegro Squadrons. I realize the gargantuan 
efforts and difficult task in pu�ng it together, so let 
me wish them and all the par�cipants a huge 
success and a great �me. I and Lil would have 
wanted to come but our schedule does not permit 
it. I am happy that IVC Guillermo will lead the SA 
AGM and IRC Bob Burns will be in Budva in my 
absence.  I would like to read in the next edi�on of 
our Newsle�er with Rotafloat Editor Zeev Matar 
finding �me to also be in Butva. 

Finally, I am pleased to announce the Chartering of 
ndthe Aegean Hellenic Fleet event, the 2  in Greece 

on July 1-3 as organized by the hard working FVC 
Katerina Kostali-Papademitriu of the Hellenic 
Ionian Fleet who deserves much credit and 
congratula�ons in the establishment of the two 
fleets where will assume FC command of the new 
Aegean Fleet with the Bridge that she is forming. 
Certainly great and exci�ng developments ahead in 
our Fellowship ac�vi�es.

Sail On. Mabuhay!
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ABOUT THE COVER

Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race 2015 

The 71st edition of the Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race lived up 

to its name with the most dramatic weather and racing conditions 

in over a decade. Of the 108 boats, 28 were from international 

countries, including the rst ever Chinese yachts.
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Jesus E. Avecilla (Philippines)

International Commodore

Guillermo Arteta (Argentina)
International Vice Commodore, A2C

Robert Burns (Great Britain) 
 International Rear Commodore, A1C

 
Kerran Campbell (Australia)

    Area 3 Commodore

Sergio Santi (Italy)
  Immediate  International Past Commodore

Chief of Staff
       

Maximiano R. Tan (Philippines)
IC Executive Assistant

Zedrik T. Avecilla (Philippines)
Administrative Ofcer

André Gorgemans (Switzerland)
International Treasurer 

George Futas (USA)
Area2 Bank Administrator/Treasurer
North America Region Commodore

Jayson Herrero (Philippines)
Area 3 Bank Administrator/Treasurer

Luigi Norsa (Italy)
Web Administrator/Webmaster

Juan Paolo Villain Viloria (Philippines)
Fernando Khan (Argentina)

Assistant Webmasters 

Jose C. Sison (Philippines)
Legal Advisor 

Roger Lingard (Australia)
Pubic Relations Ofcer

Chair PCC Affairs

Cesare Ortis
International Convention Chair

Bryan Skinner (GB&I)
IYFR Grants Chairman

Ken Winter (New Zealand)
Historian

Ann Lockhart (GB & I) Area 1
Christian Datol (Philippines) Area 2 
Jayson Herrero (Philippines) Area 3

Regalia Ofcers

Vincenzo Rinaldi (Italy)
IC Special Assistant /

Adriatic Fleets Coordinator

Zeev Matar (Israel)
IC Special Assistant/Rotaoat Editor

Angie Mesistrano (Uruguay)
IC Special Assistant S.A.

Terry Stretton (New Zealand)
IC Special Assistant/Advisor

Carlo  (Spain)d'Amore
IC Special Assistant 

Oyie Valarao (Philippines)
IC Special Assistant

David Hansen (New Zealand)
IC Special Assistant

Kozo Kajino (Japan)
IC Special Assistant

Piotr Pajdowski (Poland)
IC Special Assistant

Pat Galligan (Australia)
IC Special Assistant

Grahame Werrell (Australia)
IC Special Assistant
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INTERNATIONAL BRIDGE 2015-2017

First Row: (L-R)  Jesus Avecilla, Guillermo Arteta, Robert Burns, Kerran Campbell ,Sergio San�
Second Row:  Maximiano Tan, Zedrik Avecilla� , Andre Gorgemans, George Futas, Jayson Herrero
Third Row:  Luigi Norsa, Juan Pablo Villoria, Jose Sison, Roger Lingard, Cesare Or�s
Fourth Row:  Bryan Skinner, Ken Winters, Ann Lockhart, Chris�an Datol, Zeev Matar
Fi�h Row:  Vincenzo Rinaldi, Angie Mesistrano, Carlo d’Amore, Gloriosa Valarao, Terry Stre�on         
Sixth Row:    David Hansen, Kozo Kajino, Piotr Pajdowski , Pat Galligan, Grahame Werrell   
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IYFR & SEA SCOUTS OF CHILE
Booth 2734 & 2736

At the HOF
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Zeev Matar
Rotafloat Editor / IC Special Assistant     
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